The Corporation of the Town of Fort Erie
By-law 130-2024

Being a By-law to Adopt the 2025 Water and Wastewater Budget and to
Adopt Rates and Charges for the Year 2025

Whereas By-law 174-2023 adopted rates, fees, and charges for the year 2024 and continues in
effect until superseded by the passage of this by-law; and

Whereas Report CBC-03-2025 was considered and approved at the Council-in-Budget
Committee meeting held on December 4, 2024, as follows:

That: Council approves the 2025 Water and Wastewater Operating Budget attached as
Appendix 1 to Report CBC-03-2025, and further

That: Council sets the 2025 Water and Wastewater rates, subject to Regional Council
approval of treatment rates, effective with billing for January 2025 as follows:

2025 water base rate per month: $28.51

2025 water rate per cubic metre: $1.870

2025 wastewater base rate per month: $46.65
2025 wastewater rate per cubic metre: $3.042
and further,

That: Council excludes the capital asset amortization of $1.9 million from the 2025 Water
and Wastewater Operating Budgets, and further

That: Council directs staff to submit the 2025 Water and Wastewater Operating Budget and
Rates By-law for Council approval on December 16, 2024

Whereas in accordance with Public Notice Policy By-law 206-07 public notice of the budget
meeting schedule and by-law adoption was published in the Observer on October 24, 2024,
posted on the Town of Fort Erie website and included in the Council Agendas;

Now therefore Municipal Council of The Corporation of the Town of Fort Erie enacts as follows:

1.

4.

That the 2025 Water and Wastewater Budget for the Town of Fort Erie as set out in
Schedule “A” attached to and forming part of this by-law is approved and adopted.

That the Water and Wastewater Rates and Charges for 2025 as set out in Schedule “B”
attached and forming part of this by-law are established approved and adopted.

That the rates and charges established herein shall remain in effect until repealed or
superseded by another by-law.

That the Clerk of the Town is authorized to affect any minor modifications, corrections or
omissions, solely of an administrative, numerical, grammatical, semantical or descriptive
nature to this by-law or its schedules after the passage of this by-law.

Read a first, second and third time and finally passed this 16th day of December 2024.

Mayor

Clerk
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Schedule "A" to By-law 130-2024

CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF FORT ERIE
2025 BUDGET REPORT

2024 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030
YTD Actuals Approved Budget Budget Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast
Revenue
Water/wastewater billings (19,986,866) (23,388,330)  (25,521,686) (27,411,961) (29,090,727) (30,927,358) (33,022,484) (34,762,634)
Local Improvement Charges (50,801) (43,555) (22,397) (22,397) 0 0 0 0
Grants (25,893) (36,000) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Interest & Penalties (53,427) (46,000) (54,000) (54,000) (54,000) (54,000) (54,000) (54,000)
User Fees (105,281) (98,000) (126,200) (126,200) (126,200) (126,200) (126,200) (125,700)
Total Revenue (20,222,268) (23,611,885) (25,724,283) (27,614,558) (29,270,927) (31,107,558) (33,202,684) (34,942,334)
Expenses
Wages & Benefits 1,956,964 2,479,342 2,583,796 2,661,314 2,741,150 2,823,385 2,908,088 2,995,335
Materials & Services 746,121 1,460,370 1,141,370 895,370 852,370 861,370 1,315,370 747,370
Debt Interest Charges 50,822 63,211 53,375 45,123 37,856 30,567 23,135 15,860
Regional Treatment Costs 11,925,182 14,165,489 15,056,880 16,568,187 18,861,438 20,541,421 22,370,251 24,361,115
Total Expenses 14,679,089 18,168,412 18,835,421 20,169,994 22,492,814 24,256,743 26,616,844 28,119,680
NET BEFORE FINANCING AND TRANSFERS 5,543,179 5,443,473 6,888,862 7,444,564 6,778,113 6,850,815 6,585,840 6,822,654
FINANCING & TRANSFERS
Interdepartmental Transfers
Fleet Related Charges 245,879 390,475 405,979 414,319 422,817 431,372 437,411 295,310
Program Support Charges 1,190,277 1,190,277 1,283,280 1,380,390 1,448,174 1,505,032 1,564,086 1,580,422
Total Interdepartmental Transfers 1,436,156 1,580,752 1,689,259 1,794,709 1,870,991 1,936,404 2,001,497 1,875,732
Debt Principal Charges
Repayment of Debt 271,741 271,741 274,220 212,000 212,000 212,000 212,000 212,000
Total Debt Principal Charges 271,741 271,741 274,220 212,000 212,000 212,000 212,000 212,000
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF FORT ERIE
2025 BUDGET REPORT

2024 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030
YTD Actuals Approved Budget Budget Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast

Reserve Transfers

Transfers from Reserves (490,482) (701,700) (680,000) (200,000) (200,000) (200,000) (200,000) (200,000)

Transfers to Reserves 4,771,329 4,989,489 5,869,902 5,894,978 5,144,978 5,144,978 5,144,978 5,162,782

Transfers from Development Charges Reserve 12,198 (696,807) (264,519) (257,123) (249,856) (242,567) (572,635) (227,860)

Total Reserve Transfers 4,293,045 3,590,982 4,925,383 5,437,855 4,695,122 4,702,411 4,372,343 4,734,922

NET FINANCING & TRANSFERS 6,000,942 5,443,475 6,888,862 7,444,564 6,778,113 6,850,815 6,585,840 6,822,654
(SURPLUS)/DEFICIT CARRYFORWARD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
DEPARTMENT NET REVENUE /( EXPENDITURE) (457,763) (2) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Reconciliation to Accrual Basis
Reserve Transfers

Transfers from Reserves (490,482) (701,700) (680,000) (200,000) (200,000) (200,000) (200,000) (200,000)

Transfers to Reserves 4,771,329 4,989,489 5,869,902 5,894,978 5,144,978 5,144,978 5,144,978 5,162,782

Transfers from Development Charges Reserve 12,198 (696,807) (264,519) (257,123) (249,856) (242,567) (572,635) (227,860)

Total Reserve Transfers 4,293,045 3,590,982 4,925,383 5,437,855 4,695,122 4,702,411 4,372,343 4,734,922

Debt Principal Charges

Repayment of Debt 271,741 271,741 274,220 212,000 212,000 212,000 212,000 212,000

Total Debt Principal Charges 271,741 271,741 274,220 212,000 212,000 212,000 212,000 212,000

Accrual Entries

Amortization (1,178,383) (1,829,320) (1,919,100) (1,919,100) (1,919,100) (1,919,100) (1,919,100) (1,919,100)

Total Accrual Entries (1,178,383) (1,829,320) (1,919,100) (1,919,100) (1,919,100) (1,919,100) (1,919,100) (1,919,100)

ACCRUAL BASIS SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 2,928,640 2,033,401 3,280,503 3,730,755 2,988,022 2,995,311 2,665,243 3,027,822
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SCHEDULE “B” TO BY-LAW 130-2024

1. WATER AND WASTEWATER RATES AND CHARGES FOR 2025
1.1 RATES SCHEDULE

The following rates shall apply to all water and wastewater bills issued after
February 1%, 2025.

Metered Consumption Rate

Per Cubic Metre (1 cubic metre equals 1000 litres) (%)

Water 1.870
Wastewater 3.042
Total 4.912
Water Only Commercial Users 1.920

Per 1000 Gallons (1 cubic metre equals 220 gallons)

\Water 8.500
\Wastewater 13.827
Total 22.327

Flat Rates Per Month
(Base Rate plus Consumption Rate Estimate for a less than 25 mm meter)

\Water 58.43

Wastewater 95.32

Total 153.75

Wastewater Only 95.32

Monthly Base Rates Per Meter Size

Meter Size Meter Water Wastewater| Combined
(mm) (Inches) Size (%) (%) (%)
Factor

Base Meter Rate 28.51 46.65 75.16

Less than 25mm 1 28.51 46.65 75.16
25 1 1.4 39.91 65.31 105.22
38 1.5 1.8 51.32 83.97 135.29
50 2 2.9 82.68 135.29 217.97
75 3 11 313.61 513.15 826.76
100 4 14 399.14 653.10 1,052.24
150 6 21 598.71 979.65 1,578.36
200 8 29 826.79 1,352.85 2,179.64
250 10 40 1,140.40 1,866.00 3,006.40

(For clarification; the first bill using the 2025 rates will be mailed February 14", 2025 and will include the
January 2025 consumption and base period. The due date of the bill will be March 5%, 2025.)
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1.2  The base rate set out in Section (1.1) above applies to all buildings in a serviced
area provided with a water service connection, or a wastewater service
connection, or both.

1.3  The monthly water and wastewater flat rates for 25 mm or greater meter sizes
shall be calculated based on the applicable meter rate plus the estimated monthly
usage established by engineering study.

1.4 A monthly rate shall be applied in accordance with Section (1.1) herein and
collected from customers connected to the wastewater collection system but not
connected to the water system.

1.5 The monthly wastewater flat rate for customers provided with wastewater services
only shall include the minimum base rate for wastewater as set out in Section (1.1)
herein.

1.6  The minimum monthly billing for water or wastewater or both shall be the base rate
according to meter size.

1.7  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this by-law, where a single meter is
installed for the servicing of a multi-unit complex, the monthly water and
wastewater base rate shall be the base rate for a meter size less than 25 mm
multiplied by the number of units in the complex or such other base rate
established in any development agreement entered between the Town and the
property owner.

CONSTRUCTION, RENOVATION, COMMERCIAL OR OTHER USE OF UNMETERED
WATER

21 Except as approved by separate agreement, where water is obtained from the
Corporation for building construction or renovation purposes, prior to water meter
installation, the charges shall be calculated as follows:

A one-time initial flat rate fee of: $266.00 Up to 3,000 square feet of gross floor area
$401.00 3,000 to 6,000 square feet gross floor area
$535.00 6,000 square feet and over

to be paid upon the issuance of the building permit or a conditional building permit. This
fee covers the cost of water used and an estimate of contributions to the sanitary system
through direct inflow during new construction or renovation for a maximum period of 90
days after which time a monthly flat rate fee for water and wastewater as established by
the Engineer, or his designate, shall apply until the meter is installed. The 90-day period
may be extended with cause, in writing, by the Engineer or designate on the payment of
a pro-rated fee based on the initial flat rate fee.
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Other Unmetered Usage

Except as approved by separate agreement, where unmetered water is obtained
from the Corporation for commercial or social usages and where such water is
provided unmetered, the Engineer or his designate shall approve the manner in
which the water is obtained and discharged and shall calculate the appropriate
fees, both base rates and consumption rates, to be applied, based on estimated
water usage, and estimated return of water to the wastewater collection system,
the applicable water and wastewater rates and the duration of time services will be
supplied. The calculated fees shall be paid upon the issuance of permission to
obtain water.

Water Returned to the Wastewater Collection System

Except as authorized by the Engineer or designate, only water originating from the
water works system may be returned to the wastewater collection system. Storm,
surface and ground waters shall be directed to the appropriate storm water
drainage system.

WASTEWATER SERVICE RATES

3.1

Metered Non-Domestic Wastewater Users

Metered non-domestic wastewater users shall be charged a usage rate and a
monthly base rate and as set out below in sub-paragraphs a) and b) respectively:

a) Usage Rate

A usage rate per metered volume of wastewater discharged to the wastewater
collection system as per sub-section 1.1

b) Base Rates
(i) Water and Wastewater Non-domestic Customers

Non-domestic customers receiving both metered water and metered
wastewater services shall pay a monthly single wastewater base rate
based on the water meter size as set out in sub-section 1.1

(i) Non-domestic Wastewater Only Customers

Non-domestic customers receiving metered wastewater services only
shall pay a monthly wastewater base rate calculated, by the Engineer or
his designate, based on the equivalent water meter size for the peak
rate of wastewater discharge.

PENALTY

4.1

4.2

The water and wastewater rates set out in Section (1.1) and not paid in full on or
before the due date will be charged a penalty of one and one half percent (1.5%).
If a water and/or wastewater account is partially paid, payment of the penalty is
required on the unpaid portion.

Senior citizens upon proof of age of sixty-five will not be charged a penalty on the
water and wastewater rates for their primary residence.
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METER BILLING CALCULATION - FIRST TIME CUSTOMER

5.1

Where a customer paying for water and wastewater services on a meter rate basis
is first added to the municipal metered billing system, the first metered bill shall be
issued on the next regularly scheduled billing date following the date of installation
to the date on which the meter was read.

NON-SUFFICIENT FUND (NSF) CHARGES

6.1

NSF payments shall result in a fee of $30.00 exclusive of any applicable taxes.
Two NSF payments made within a one (1) year period shall result in the
suspension of cheque writing privileges to the Town of Fort Erie for a period of one
year from the date of the last NSF payment.

FAILURE TO RECEIVE BILL

71

Failure to receive a bill for services rendered does not preclude payment.

WATER/WASTEWATER RATE STRUCTURE

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

Water and wastewater rates established herein shall be adjusted without by-law
amendment to this schedule, to reflect changes in rates charged by the Regional
Municipality of Niagara for water and wastewater treatment as charges become
effective.

Water and wastewater rates shall be adjusted annually to reflect Council approved
water and wastewater budgets.

Water rates shall include a consumption rate that recovers costs of Regional water
supply, as well as a portion of the water and wastewater utility operating costs.

Water rates shall include a base rate that recovers all other costs related to water
not recovered through the consumption rate and other miscellaneous water
revenues as detailed in the annual water budget approved by Council.

Wastewater rates shall include a consumption rate that recovers the cost of
wastewater services, maintenance and all costs of Regional treatment.

Wastewater rates shall include a base rate that recovers all other costs related to
wastewater services not recovered through the wastewater consumption rate and
other miscellaneous wastewater revenues as detailed in the annual wastewater
budget approved by Council, including wastewater system operations, extraneous
flow and capital programs.



